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THE  PARK 


Lincoln  Trail  State  Park,  in  Clark  County,  is  2 
miles  south  of  Marshall  and  1  mile  west  of  Illi¬ 
nois  1.  The  park  was  so  named  because  the 
Lincoln  family  passed  through  the  area  en  route 
from  Indiana  to  Macon  County  in  1830.  The 
Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  now  follows  this  route. 

The  original  land  acquisition  was  31  acres  in 
1936  and  recent  acquisitions  have  increased  the 
total  acreage  to  974.  The  park,  along  with  the 
lake,  was  dedicated  in  1958.  Today,  Lincoln 
Trail  has  multiple  recreational  facilities  as  well 
as  historical  importance. 


THE  LAKE 


Lincoln  Trail  lake,  with  its  many  fingers  and 
wooded  shoreline,  is  the  focal  point  of  the  park. 
The  lake  was  the  third  lake  created  in  Illinois 
(1955-1956)  under  the  Dingell-Johnson  Act  and 
is  formed  by  an  earthen  dam  located  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  park.  The  146  acre  lake 
with  a  maximum  depth  of  41  feet  and  7.3  miles 
of  shoreline  has  a  watershed  area  of  approxi¬ 
mately  2100  acres  which  provides  water  for  the 
lake. 


HISTORY 


Indian  Influence:  The  area  which  is  now  Lincoln 
Trail  State  Park  has  been  inhabited  during  his¬ 
toric  times  by  several  Indian  tribes  of  the  eastern 
Illinois  area.  Prior  to  1700,  the  main  tribes  in 
this  area  were  the  Piankeshaw  and  Wea,  both 
subtribes  of  the  Miami  Indians  whose  territory 
included  most  of  central  Indiana. 

During  the  early  18th  century,  however,  the 
Kickapoo  Indians  moved  southward  from  the  Fox 
and  Wisconsin  rivers'  area  in  southern  Wiscon¬ 
sin.  The  Vermilion  band  of  the  Kickapoos  settled 
on  the  eastern  side  of  Illinois  along  the  Wabash 
River  pushing  the  Piankeshaw  and  Wea  south 
and  east  respectively.  This  area  remained  under 
the  domain  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians  until  the 


first  part  of  the  19th  century  when  it  was  ceded 
to  the  United  States  by  two  separate  treaties. 

The  first  cession,  including  the  east  part  of  the 
park,  was  made  by  the  Treaty  of  1809  on  Sep¬ 
tember  30th  of  that  year  at  Fort  Wayne  by  the 
Delaware,  Potawatomi  and  Miami  tribes.  A  large 
tract  of  land  in  Indiana  and  extending  in  Clark, 
Edgar  and  Vermilion  counties  in  Illinois  was 
ceded  under  the  stipulation  that  the  Kickapoo 
Tribe  agree  to  the  cession  of  the  western  part 
of  the  tract  located  west  of  the  Wabash  River. 
The  Kickapoo  Tribe  gave  this  consent  on  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  1809. 

The  western  boundary  of  this  tract  known  as  the 
Old  Indian  Boundary  Line,  runs  in  southwesterly 
direction  through  Clark  County  and  diagonally 
passes  through  Lincoln  State  Park.  It  forms  the 
west  boundary  of  the  park  near  the  airstrip, 
passes  near  the  boat  dock  and  crosses  the  camp¬ 
ground.  It  is  also  known  as  the  one  o'clock  line 
because  it  is  said  to  extend  in  the  direction  of 
the  sun  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  from 
Pilot  Grove  in  Vermilion  County. 


The  area  west  of  the  one  o'clock  boundary  line 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  Kickapoo 
Indians  in  the  Treaty  of  Edwardsville,  on  July 
30th,  1819,  and  Indian  removal  from  this  area 
was  complete  by  1832. 

Lincoln  Heritage  Trail:  In  1911,  the  Illinois  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  authorized  the  trustees  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  State  Historical  Library  to  investigate  and 
determine  the  exact  route  traveled  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  from  Kentucky  to  Illinois.  It  wasn't  until 
1963,  however,  that  the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail 
opened.  Almost  1,000  miles  long  with  about 
3,000  special  markers,  the  trail  winds  through 
Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

Other  Illinois'  Lincoln  parks  on  the  trail  include 
Lincoln  Log  Cabin  State  Park  at  Charleston,  Lin¬ 
coln  Trail  Homestead  at  Decatur  and  Lincoln's 
New  Salem  State  Park  at  Petersburg.  Memorials 
include  the  Lincoln  Home  and  the  Lincoln  Tomb 
at  Springfield,  the  Metamora,  Mt.  Pulaski  and 
Postville  old  Eighth  Circuit  courthouses  and  the 
Lincoln  Trail  Memorial  east  of  Lawrenceville. 


FACILITIES 

Picnicking:  Scattered  throughout  the  park,  picnic 
areas  with  tables  and  stoves  are  in  shaded  spots 
with  good  views  of  the  lake.  A  playground  is 
located  near  the  main  picnic  area  along  with  a 
shelter  house  with  parking  nearby.  Toilet  facili¬ 
ties  and  drinking  water  are  readily  available  in 
all  areas. 

Boating:  Boats  are'  available  for  rent  at  the  boat 
dock  for  a  nomimaJ  fee  and  private  boats  are 
allowed  to  dock  for  the  summer  for  a  fee.  There 
is  a  good  ramp  for  easy  launching  from  boat 
trailers.  The  use  of  outboards  is  limited  to 
rruDtors  not  larger  than  10  H.P.  and  each  occu¬ 
pant  must  have  a  Coast  Guard  approved  life 
saving  device  while  on  the  lake.  There  is  no 
charge  for  launching  of  private  boats. 

Camping:  There  is  a  class  “A"  family  area  with 
tables,  electricity,  a  modern  utility  building  with 
showers  and  flush  toilets  and  a  sanitary  station 
for  trailers.  In  addition,  there  is  a  youth  group 
camping  area  which  will  accommodate  tents. 

Interpretation  Program:  A  park  interpreter  con¬ 
ducts  summer  recreation  programs  in  the  park 
from  June  15  to  September  6.  These  activities 
are  free  and  include  nature  crafts,  outdoor 
games,  fishing  and  hikes. 

Fishing:  The  lake  is  stocked  with  largemouth 
bass,  bluegill,  sunfish,  crappie  and  channel  cat¬ 
fish.  Largemouth  bass  have  been  caught  up  to 
9  lbs.  14  oz.  and  channel  cats  to  25  lbs.  1  oz. 
while  black  crappies  have  been  landed  as  large  as 
2V2  lbs.  and  bluegill  and  redear  as  big  as  114 
lbs.  On  the  day  the  lake  opened  for  fishing  the 
first  time.  May  30,  1958,  a  total  of  1,277  anglers 
caught  10,550  fish. 

Concession  Stand:  Located  near  the  boat  docks, 
the  stand  offers  various  refreshments  and  sup¬ 
plies  in  addition  to  boat  and  dock  rentals.  There 
is  a  room  on  the  upper  floor  which  can  be  rented 
from  the  concessionaire  for  picnics  and  meet¬ 
ings. 

Airstrip:  A  well-kept,  2,900-feet  turf  landing 
strip,  200  feet  wide,  provides  landing  facilities 
for  small  aircraft.  It  is  well  marked,  with  side 
markers  and  a  wind  sock. 

Please:  This  area  is  for  all  to  enjoy  so  help  keep 
it  clean.  Put  all  litter  in  the  nearest  available  trash 
container.  No  plants  or  parts  of  any  tree  may  be 
removed  or  damaged.  If  you  need  help  or  have  a 
question,  contact  the  ranger. 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION  .  .  . 

Admittance  will  not  be  granted  groups  of  25  or 
more  persons  to  any  state  park  or  conservation 
area  unless  permission  from  the  park  ranger  has 
been  secured  to  use  the  facilities.  It  is  also  re¬ 
quired  that  groups  of  minors  have  adequate 
supervision  and  that  at  least  one  responsible 
adult  accompany  each  group  not  exceeding  15 
minors.  All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash. 

Numerous  State  Parks  and  Memorials  are 
within  easy  access  of  every  part  of  the  state. 
Lodges,  cabins  and  dining  rooms  are  important 
features  of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock,  Pere 
Marquette,  White  Pines  Forest  and  Giant  City. 
Reservations  for  lodging  should  be  made  with 
lodge  managers. 

All  state  parks  are  open  the  year  round.  When 
weather  conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of 
park  roads  during  freezing  and  thawing  periods, 
access  to  park  facilities  is  by  foot  only. 

For  further  information  concerning  Illinois  State 
Parks  and  Memorials  write  to  Department  of 
Conservation,  Division  of  Education,  State  Of¬ 
fice  Building,  Springfield,  62706. 
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